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SYNOPSIS- 
Wilbur and Orville Wright are now famous names in the history books, as 
pioneers of flight.  But at one time, they were just regular boys with a spirit of 
curiosity. . .  The Wright brothers’ interest in flying began when they were 
children, with a toy given to them by their father.  From there they went on to 
build a printing press, and, as young men, opened first a printing shop and later a 
bicycle shop, experimenting all the while with the physics and mechanics of flight, 
their true passion.  Finally, in 1903, they achieved what they knew all along was 
possible: man’s first powered flight.    –Hyperion, 2003 
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ACTIVITIES- 

1. After reading The Wright Brothers, help your students understand the 
flight and fall of objects.  Ask your students to take two pieces of paper, 
crumble one into a small ball and leave the other flat.  Have them each 
extend their arms and drop the sheets of paper. Ask your students which 
one stayed in flight longest and why they think it did?  Explain that the flat 
sheet had a greater surface for air to push against and that the flat sheet 
of paper stayed in flight just as an airplanes wings give it lift. Extend the 
activity further by allowing your students to experiment with different types 
of paper and other materials such as plastic bags, aluminum foil, 
handiwrap, etc. 

   
2. Help your students learn more about flight by creating loop airplanes.  

Provide each student with a straw and two strips of paper.  Cut one strip 
five inches by ¾ an inch and the other strip 3 ½ inches by ¾ inch.  Ask 
your students to tape the strips in a loop and attach them to each end of 
the straw with tape like the picture below: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The loop airplane is now ready for flight.  Have your students experiment 
to see how far their airplanes can fly.  As they test their planes discuss 
why their plane and other paper gliders fly.  They fly on a cushion of air.  



As the plane starts to fall, it pushes against air molecules which push back 
to keep the plane aloft.   -Zero to Einstein in 60, 1999 
 
    

 


